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Summary 



The Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) is now three years old. Initially, 11 
nations pledged their cooperation in interdicting shipments of weapons of mass 
destruction-related (WMD) materials; more than 70 nations now support PSI. Many 
observers believe PSI’s “strengthened political commitment of like-minded states to 
follow through” is a successful approach to countering proliferation, although details 
about PSI are sketchy. The 109 th Congress has introduced eight bills supporting PSI. 
The State Department credits PSI with halting 1 1 WMD-related transfers from 2004 to 
2005, and more than 2 dozen from 2005 to 2006. This report will be updated as needed. 



Background 1 

In the December 2002 National Strategy to Combat Weapons of Mass Destruction 
(WMD) Proliferation, the Bush Administration highlighted its more activist approach. 
While noting that traditional nonproliferation measures such as diplomacy, arms control, 
threat reduction assistance, and export controls should be enhanced, the strategy placed 
increasing emphasis on countering proliferation once it has occurred and managing the 
consequences of WMD use. In particular, interdiction of WMD-related goods gained 
more prominence. U.S. policy sought to “enhance the capabilities of our military, 
intelligence, technical, and law enforcement communities to prevent the movement of 
WMD materials, technology, and expertise to hostile states and terrorist organizations.” 2 

President Bush unveiled the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) in Krakow, 
Poland, on May 31, 2003. Deemed “foremost among President Bush’s efforts to stop 
WMD proliferation,” PSI appears to be a new channel for interdiction cooperation outside 
of treaties and multilateral export control regimes. 3 It may informally expand the number 



1 This update was prepared with the assistance of Jill Marie Parillo, research associate. 

2 White House, National Strategy to Combat Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD), December 

2002 p. 2. 

3 John R. Bolton, former Under Secretary for Arms Control and International Security, Testimony 
Before the House International Relations Committee, “The Bush Administtation’s 
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